
Tesco Bags of Help Funding 

  

Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme where the money raised from the carrier bag 

charge in Tesco stores is being used to fund thousands of community projects across the UK. The projects 

must meet the criteria of bringing benefits to the community. This can include:  purchasing items, 

improvements to a community building, developing an outdoor space, running a community event or 

activity etc. 

Any constituted group or organisation can apply including: schools, councils, charities, friends of groups, 

sports clubs and other not for profit organisations. In each area of the country, 3 projects will be selected 

every three month to go to in-store vote. The public (in the form of Tesco shoppers) get to vote on which 

of the three projects they like best. The winning project gets up to £2000, the next project £1000 and the 

final one £500. 

Groundwork staff are available to support applications; for example I could give you advice on what to 

apply for, answer any questions about what to include on the form, or give feedback on a draft application. 

If you need any further information please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

You can start an application form here: 

http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/boh-grant-for-project-tes 

 

  

 

If you would like help with your application, or have any questions please contact: 

Michelle Brodie 

01215305515 

michelle.brodie@groundwork.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tesco Bags of Help Funding 
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Tips for completing the application form: 

 

 We would always recommend applying for the full £2000, but have a plan in the back of your mind as 

to how you would scale back the project if you won one of the lesser amounts (£1000 or £500). Tesco 

understand that you will not be able to deliver the full project if you win one of the lesser amounts but 

they expect you to deliver something that is along the lines of what you wrote on your application 

form.         

 

 Make sure you mention exactly what you will do with them money. Try and give as much detail as 

possible. For example, for physical improvements projects try and describe what you will create e.g. 

instead of saying we will build a vegetable garden say: “we will build 4 raised beds and plant 10 fruit 

bushes”. Or if you are delivering a project involving people give details on the duration of the 

sessions and how often they will take pace e.g. ”we will deliver two 3 hour football coaching 

sessions per week for 8 weeks. 

 

 Mention how many people you estimate will benefit from your project. 

 

 On your application you should definitely mention why the project is needed. If you can, also include 

evidence that shows that the local community or potential users have identified a need for the project. 

For example: have local young people asked for more outdoor activities in the area; has a recent survey 

of park users identified a lack of facilities for dog walkers; or does word of mouth evidence from local 

people suggest that more picnic benches are needed? 

 

 On the application make sure you mention in what ways it will benefit the local community.  

 

 Try to avoid too much jargon and statistical evidence and instead make the application more personal 

(the odd statistic is fine – just don’t make it too dry!). Try and paint a picture of the place/people who 

the project will benefit it. 

 

 The project title and one line project description are very important – members of the public, who 

will vote in store, don’t get to see the detailed project description (that’s just for the selection panel) 

so try and make the one line description and the project title as informative and attractive sounding 

as possible. For example, for a gardening project, rather than calling it the “Worcester allotments 

project”, call it something more exciting sounding such as “the Secret Garden of Worcester”. 

 

 Projects with more of a "community feel" have been more likely to be selected in the past. So for 

example if you plan to plant a wild flower meadow you may want to show how you would get the 

community/other participants involved.  

 

 There is no deadline as the funding scheme is a rolling one with in-store votes every three months.  


