
 

 

Landscape Partnership 
 

New Year 2019  

A revitalised and treasured landscape of wildlife-rich waterways and wetlands is being 
made possible thanks to the ‘Transforming the Trent Valley’ project successfully securing 
a grant of £2.7m from the National Lottery. 
 
‘Transforming the Trent Valley’ (TTTV) is a partnership project with 18 organisations working 
together to restore and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the Trent Valley, with 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust - the county’s largest nature conservation charity - at the helm. 
 
Thanks to National Lottery players, the TTTV scheme aims to reconnect people with the rivers 
and floodplains of the area, increase their appreciation for the local heritage, and involve them in 
decision-making about the future use of the landscape. 
 
The scheme will undertake a wide range of environmental, cultural and community-led projects 
within the Trent, Tame and Dove river valleys covering some 200 square kilometres from 
Uttoxeter to Tamworth and including the river valleys within or near to the main towns of Burton, 
Rugeley, Lichfield and Derby. Projects will include river restoration, improved access to explore 
hard-to-reach areas, and creating ways to reconnect communities with their natural heritage. 



Connecting Communities through Action 

A variety of projects delivered by the 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire Wildlife Trusts, 
and Support Staffordshire will reach across 
communities and encourage a wide spectrum 
of individuals to become engaged in their 
landscape.  Young children and families will 
have the opportunity to learn about wildlife 
and the environment through stimulating 
outdoor play; whilst young people, who are 
disconnected from work and education, will 
gain new skills and abilities through targeted 
training opportunities, outdoor activities and 
practical work experience. People suffering 
from mental health issues will benefit from 
relaxing activities out-of-doors and learning 
new ways to appreciate the environment. 
 

 
Wildchild (Staffordshire Wildlife Trust) 

 
Schools, families and special interest groups 
will all have the opportunity to demonstrate 
their knowledge and input into valuable data 
collection through participating in citizen 
science activities.  Whether it is anglers 
sharing information about their catches or 
schools taking part in a bioblitz, everyone is 
able to help improve our understanding of the 
flora and fauna that call this landscape home. 
 

Finally, we will expand our reach and ensure 
a strong legacy through supporting local 
communities in delivering their own cultural 
and natural heritage projects.  We can offer 
financial assistance through a small grants 
scheme and practical advice towards small 
local projects that contribute to the overall 
aims of our scheme.  

 
Bioblitz (Staffordshire Wildlife Trust) 

 
River Valley Connections 

Accessing the natural environment can be 
challenging.  It may be that a route is poorly 
sign posted, or it isn’t suitable for children or 
people with limited mobility.  An area might 
be seen as unsafe or unwelcoming.  We have 
devised a number of projects to help combat 
some of these issues.  Trent Rivers Trust and 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust are working 
together to improve footpaths across the 
landscape.  We will be providing a range of 
routes that will appeal to local walkers, 
families and people with poor mobility, as well 
as long distance hikers wanting to explore 
new areas.   
 
East Staffordshire Borough Council and 
Staffordshire County Council are working to 
improve cycling along the river by improving 
signage and increasing the cycle network. 
 

 
Cycling in Alrewas (Aimee L. Booth) 



British Canoeing is working with landowners 
along the River Tame to create a canoe trail 
with access to some of the beautiful sites 
along the river helping people to explore the 
landscape in a whole new way. 
 
The Canal and River Trust will be upgrading 
sections of the towpath along the Trent and 
Mersey Canal to benefit all users from 
walkers and cyclists, to anglers, boaters and 
canoeists. 
 

 
Walks in the Trent Valley (Aimee L. Booth) 

 
Information is essential; and websites, 
leaflets and signage will furnish new 
explorers with all the information they need 
from where to go, what to expect and what 
can be seen. 
 
Transforming the Landscape 

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust is leading on 
some ambitious natural heritage projects 
across the Trent Valley landscape.  Working 
with a range of partners, including the 
Environment Agency and East Staffordshire 
Borough Council, we will deliver a series of 
projects that will improve the flow of the river, 
reinstating its natural processes after years of 
modification and artificial adjustments. This 
will include reconnecting oxbow lakes and 
ancient channels with the river to improve 
floodwater storage and create backwaters for 
spawning fish.   
 
The partnership will support the Environment 
Agency in the removal of the Dovecliff Weir, 
the last major barrier to species movement up 
the River Dove.  By working with landowners 
and quarry companies, we can improve the 
wetland habitats of the river floodplain and 
increase biodiversity in the valley. 
 

Bittern (David Tipling 2020VISION) 

 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and Staffordshire 
County Council are working together to 
survey and protect heritage at risk.  This is 
focussed primarily on the World War II Stop 
Line, a network of pill boxes that remain 
standing in silent vigil along the length of the 
River Trent. Utilising a team of dedicated 
volunteers, we can assess the individual 
needs of these assets and identify reversible 
reuse options, such as conversion to bat 
hibernacula or walkers’ refuges.  We will also 
work with communities, volunteers and 
landowners to record the condition of 
vulnerable heritage assets across the 
landscape and help to conserve them for 
future generations. 
 
Next steps 

The first major hurdle has been crossed and 
we have been successful in securing some 
key funding that will enable us to deliver on 
our ambitious plans. 
 
But the hard work has only just begun.  What 
will 2019 look like for the Trent Valley? 
 

 
Wychnor Historic Water Meadows (Nick Mott) 

 
New staff: we need to recruit a dedicated 
team to deliver these diverse projects.  
Adverts will be going out shortly so if you are 
interested in joining us please keep your eye 
on the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust website. 



Volunteers: we will be looking for volunteers 
to support us in 2019. There will be lots of 
opportunities to get involved so watch this 
space. 
 
Community events: from April onwards we 
will be organising a wide variety of events 
from walks around the valley to family 
activities to local talks. A programme of 
events will be posted in early summer so 
watch out for more information. 
 
Physical improvements: this year will see 
us beginning projects on the ground from 
footpaths to river enhancements. 
 

Thank you 

Thank you for your continued interest in our 
project and your support to date.  We hope 
that you enjoy hearing about our progress 
and are perhaps inspired to get involved.  
 
We are always happy to receive comments 
and suggestions, if you wish to send an email 
please contact the Partnership Manager 
using the contact on the following page. 
 
Where is this all taking place? 

Below is a map showing the extent of the 
landscape, which follows the river valley of 
the River Trent and the Rivers Tame and 
Dove. 

 

 
Louise Morris 

TTTV Landscape Partnership Manager 
l.morris@staffs-wildlife.org.uk 
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