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Notes from CTiL AGM   06/06/18 

Minutes of the AGM held on  
6th June 2018 at Wade Street Church 
at 7.30pm 
 
 

 
The meeting opened at 7.30pm with prayer by Rick Hill, lay co-chair 
 
Present: 
Name Representing Name Representing 
Pat Maguire Clergy co-Chair Rick Hill Lay co-Chair 
David Mason Secretary Lilas Rawling Minute Secretary 
Brian Maguire Treasurer Ann Hill Wade Street 
Peter Phillips Cathedral Julie  
Michele Gerard Society of Friends Liz Ridler Wade Street 
Roger Hartley Wade Street/Michael Lowes 

charity 
Stephen Wilkinson St. Chad’s 

David Clarke St. Giles/Foodbank Linda Collins St. Michael’s 
Warren Bardsley Lichfield Inter-Faith Forum Maria Pavey Life Church 
Diana Pearson Methodists Roger Baker Methodist 
Antony Wilson Society of Friends Ted Green St. Michael’s 
David Shaw Methodists Hazel Rendle Wade Street 
    
Apologies: Margaret Israel Methodist, Brenda Liptrot St. Michael’s, Ian Hayter Wade Street.  
 
Reports from Organisations supported by Churches Together in Lichfield 

1. Christmas Day Together.   Maria Pavey, the 2017 coordinator, gave an oral report.  She said 
that she, her husband and 2 girls took part which they enjoyed.  Ruth Tinsdeall and her 
family did the cooking.  In all there were 48 guests and 54 volunteers involved in one way or 
another – transport, preparation, table laying etc.  On Christmas Day itself, there were the 
usual activities including a 5 minute God Slot by Lee Pavey.  Everyone went home with 
goodie bag including a fridge magnet with a Bible verse, a calendar and lots of food.  The 
total cost was £746, well within Budget.   
Maria said that she has got everything together in a folder so the process is set up for the 
next coordinator.  She observed that there should be a thought-through process in regards 
to safe-guarding, particularly for the drivers. 
Rick Hill observed that this was a practical example of Christians working together and the 
prayer time was a witness in itself, particularly to the many volunteers who had come via the 
Volunteer Centre. 
It was suggested that an appeal for the CDT coordinator should go out to the churches to put 
it on their newsletters, Sunday newsheets etc.  

2. Memory Café. Linda Collins said that the Memory Café started on April 19th and was 
officially opened on May 24th in the presence of civic dignitaries.  She thanked the Methodist 
church for hosting it and that all the volunteers are enjoying it.  Home Instead are putting 2 
professional workers in each week.  She thanked CTiL for the donation.  Currently the 
Memory Café is looking for people to give a one-off presentation – U3A members were 
suggested, also the Whittington community choir. 
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3. Late Night Listeners.  Lilas Rawling gave a presentation using the usual LNL equipment and a 
jacket as visual aids.  She encouraged people to think about volunteering to be a member of 
the team. 

4. Rough sleepers.  Rick Hill said that there were about 4 entrenched rough sleepers in the 
town.  Some of them hang out in the Friary car park.  They had had assistance from LDC, but 
seem to be unable to take the help.  An estate agency in the town had had ‘Soctober’, 
producing warm socks, gloves and hats.  A group has been formed; 40 people and 2 LDC 
housing officers came to the initial meeting.  Rick Hill and Ann, his wife, have been engaging 
directly with the rough sleepers.  One is now on methadone.  They have been invited to the 
casserole evening at Wade Street, but on the whole they don’t come as it is a good time to 
beg as commuters are returning from work.  The main message from the training from a 
man from Derby City Mission which has the contract for addressing the rough sleepers’ 
needs is ‘Do not give them money’.  The Friary car-park will soon be out-of-bounds and 
Roger Baker asked where will the rough sleepers go then?   

5. Refugee Support.  Anthony Wilson from the Lichfield Society of Friends reported on this. 
He said that the people needing support came under three headings 
i) There are 2 Syrian families in Lichfield currently; they thought they were going to 

Coventry.  The families found their way to the Muslim Cultural Centre.  The big issue 
is language; much communication is done via Google translate.  There is one Arabic 
speaking  child in a class at The Willows. 

ii) An Eritrean woman came from Birmingham after a domestic incident.  She has 2 
young children, was 8 months pregnant and was placed at the Travelodge. Daily 
visits were made by 2 people taking life’s necessities.  She returned to Birmingham, 
but sadly lost the baby. 

iii) Asylum seekers.  The Hope Support Group is assisting them with some emergency 
items and issues, and also some ongoing support. CTiL does not need to take the 
initiative, the Lichfield Quaker group will draw up a list of people ready to be called 
upon; they are working on an ad hoc basis at the moment.  Michele Gerard said that 
Paula Knight had circulated an urgent request for a man’s bicycle and a bike suitable 
for a 10-year-old. Lichfield Re:Cycle was suggested. 

 
Annual General Meeting of Churches Together in Lichfield  

1. The minutes of the 2017 AGM were agreed as a correct record 
2. The treasurer’s report, having already been accepted by the enabling group, was received 

and  Brain Maguire thanked for the work he had done. 
3. Written reports had been received from various organisations.   

i) Warren Bardsley commented on Michael Hawkes’s Fair Trade report.  Warren 
quoted Donald English who suggested that God’s mission is like a 3-legged table; the 
elements were personal, practical compassion and speaking truth to power.  This 
last tended to be the weakest ‘leg’.  He asked how a radical Christian witness to the 
community could be recovered.  Some people are getting together to form action 
group which Linda Collins also mentioned.  A theological approach would be taken. 
Ted Green said that there used to be a Global Justice Group.  Lilas Rawling observed 
that  the minutes of this AGM would not be read until late May in 2019 so Hazel 
Rendle suggested that Michael Hawkes writes something to circulate to the 
churches. 

ii) Lichfield Interfaith Forum mentioned that the Muslim Cultural Centre in Stowe 
Street and the Buddhist Temple in Kings Bromley were keen to offer hospitality.  The 
question was asked ‘Perhaps CTiL should take up these invitations?’ 

iii) Keswick in Lichfield.  Sadly Michael Jefferson had died, but left a marvellous legacy.  
A letter of condolence had already been sent from CTiL to Mrs Jefferson 
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iv) The Schools’ Work Trust report was received 
v) Foodbank.  David Clarke, Chair of the Foodbank, thanked everyone for their 

physical, financial and moral support. In answer to a question, he said that the 
foodbank was effectively a ‘franchisee’ from the Trussell Trust.  Roger Hartley 
commented that the LDC was trying to assist now that Universal Credit has been 
rolled out in Lichfield 

vi) The Places of Welcome report was received 
vii) In response to the Lichfield Christian Aid Action Group report, Michael Hawkes of 

the FairTrade Group said that he was unaware of the Action Group.  The comment 
was made that the Action Group is not a money raising organisation, which must 
make it unique. 

 
4. Elections. 

i) Chair.  Pat Maguire has been the Clergy co-Chair for the last 4 years.  The 
constitution says that there must be an election, but the Chair can restand.  A 
comment was made that Churches Together in another area has folded, as a Chair 
could not be found.  PM has indicated that she is prepared to stand for another 2 
years only.  Proposed – Hazel Rendle, seconded Rick Hill 

ii)  Secretary. David Mason, proposed Rick Hill, seconded Brian Maguire.  Agreed 
iii) Treasurer.  Brian Maguire had very ably taken over the role, tidied up the accounts 

and got the internet banking sorted out.  He wanted to stand down.  He proposed 
Liz Ridler from Wade Street, quickly seconded by Ted Green.  Agreed.  In the report 
it was mentioned that a grant to the Memory Café had been asked for and granted.  
A letter had been received from Sally Clough, a director of Home Instead, thanking 
CTiL for the donation of £200 as a ‘start-up’ grant.  She commented that they feel 
‘partnered with the group of people involved’.  

 
5. Any Other Business 

i) Women’s World Day of Prayer. Hazel Rendle gave a report.  She said that 2 services 
on the Day – the first Friday in March- was the norm, but only one service had been 
held this year due to the very snowy weather. It is about to be called ‘World Day of 
Prayer’ ,but still led by women, an important aspect as in some countries women 
would be disempowered. She asked for sponsorship from CTiL for materials.  Rick 
Hill proposed £100 which was agreed. 

ii) Rick Hill said that a letter had been received from Robert Mountford sending good 
wishes for the AGM. 

 
The next forum meeting would be on  
Wednesday 17th October 2018 at 7.30pm at  
Wade Street 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm with prayer. 


