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Welcome to the new edition of the  
Staffordshire SNP Newsletter. 

      
An opportunity to update on information  from the  

Safer Neighbourhood Panels and the Staffordshire Commissioner 

What is a Safer Neighbourhood Panel? 

Safer Neighbourhood Panels, set up by the Police and Crime Commissioner, are made up of local resi-
dents who meet regularly with their area’s local policing commander. 

The panels shape local policing and community safety and shine the spotlight on the work done by po-
lice in their area to ensure greater transparency and help build public confidence. They examine the im-
pact of policing, community resolutions and restorative justice, on their communities. 

Panel members receive training to help them carry out their role so that they can be involved in innova-
tive work such as examining body camera footage captured during “stop and searches” by local officers. 

Panels are established in Cannock Chase, Staffordshire Moorlands, South Staffordshire, Newcastle-under
-Lyme, Lichfield, Stafford, Tamworth, East Staffordshire and the two local policing team areas of Stoke-
on-Trent. They are co-ordinated by the local council in each area but have the freedom to decide how 
they operate according to local needs. 

Safer Neighbourhood Panels give local people the opportunity to hold policing in their area to account. 



  There are currently 10 Safer Neighbourhood Panels currently operating in 

Staffordshire.  

Listed below are the current Chair Persons and the number of panel members 

for each group, together with the progress being made on the mandatory  

Scrutiny Reports 

 Safer Neighbourhood Panels 

Panel Chair Panel Numbers 
Scrutiny Undertaken / Scheduled 

2018  

Cannock Warwick Bourton 6 
Stop & Search - nearing completion.   
Use of Force - nearing completion. 

East Staffordshire Robert Rankin 6   

Lichfield David Ensor 11 
Stop & Search - Published.                       
Use of Force - Scheduled 

Newcastle Lillian Barker MBE 8   

South Staffordshire Geraint Lang 7 Use of Force - Scheduled 

Stafford Elizabeth Mather 12 
Stop & Search - Published.                       
Use of Force - Scheduled 

Staffordshire Moorlands Michael Lycett 10 
Stop & Search - nearing completion.   

Use of Force - Scheduled 

Stoke North Mick Salih 7   

Stoke South Chris Walker 8 Use of Force - Scheduled 

Tamworth John Mitchell 11 Use of Force - Scheduled 



Mandatory Scrutiny Reports to be undertaken 

by Safer Neighbourhood Panels 

Stop & Search Scrutiny 

Every force in England and Wales has to comply with the Best use of Stop Search Scheme (2014). Within this scheme is the 
need for the Force to have a Lay Observation Policy that adheres to the following principles: 

* members of the public are provided with the opportunity to see stop and search in action;  
* the police have the opportunity to demonstrate their use of stop and search;  
* the public has the opportunity to provide feedback to the police based on their observations; and  
* the need to ensure the safety of lay observers is appropriately taken into account.  

 
To enable this some Forces offer a ride along scheme, whereby members of the public are taken out with Police Officers and 
observe the Stop Search in action. However Staffordshire Police with the support of the OPCC feel that this may lead to Stop 
Search being inappropriately used, in order to demonstrate the Stop Search Power. Also with this pre planned outing to view 
Stop Searches there may not be an accurate reflection of how the Officer deals with this particular situation. Thirdly safety of 
the lay observer was also a consideration for thinking of a different way to deliver the Lay Observer Policy. 

Staffordshire Police are more technologically advanced than most forces and were one of the first to roll out the use of Body 
Worn Video, and then mandate it for all Stop Searches. This capability means that Stop Search footage can be viewed in a safe 
environment, allowing appropriate scrutiny of the application of the Stop Search power through the Safer Neighbourhood 
Panels. 

But why is it so important? 

The Best use of Stop Search Scheme is used in PEEL Inspections (Police Efficiency, Effectiveness and Legitimacy) by Her Majes-
ty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies, Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) as demonstrating best practice in the use of Stop 
Search Powers. Here in Staffordshire HMICFRS has recognised the use of the Body Worn Videos and scrutiny provided by the 
Safer Neighbourhood Panels as best practice and refer to the use of them in their last Police Legitimacy Report of December 
2017, Stating that: 

 ‘The external scrutiny in place provides reassurance to the public that Staffordshire Police is accountable for its use of 
stop and search powers and this enhances its legitimacy.’ 

For information in the December 2017 Inspection Report Staffordshire was graded as Good. 

 

Use of Force Scrutiny 
Generally the law recognises that there are situations where police officers may be required to use force. The primary respon-
sibility for using force rests with individual officers, who are answerable to the law. The Criminal Law Act 1967, the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Common Law and the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 all state that any use of force 
should be ‘reasonable’ in the circumstances. Reasonable in these circumstances means: 

* absolutely necessary for a purpose permitted by law 
* the amount of force used must also be reasonable and proportionate (i.e., the degree of force used must be the 
minimum required in the circumstances to achieve the lawful objective) otherwise, it is likely that the use of force 
will be excessive and unlawful. 

 

Previously the SNP’s have had responsibility for scrutinising Taser usage, however now that the Force recording systems for 
Use of Force have been improved this area has been broadened to encompass all Uses of Force Including, Taser, Use of Dogs, 
Use of Baton, Use of Irritant Spray, Compliant and Non-Compliant Handcuffing and Restraint. Alongside the use of force data 
on the individual is also collected to allow for deeper analysis. 

But why is it so important? 

The PCC has a vision for a high level of Transparency in Policing due to how certain areas of Policing can affect public percep-
tion, nationally Forces have to submit data sets regarding Use of Force, our PCC with the support of the Chief Constable gave a 
desire to be fully transparent and open up this area of Policing to public scrutiny. Use of Force is area where public review is 
very important in terms of assessing legitimacy when officers use force and again shows accountability within the Force. 

 



 

  

 
 

 

We would love to hear from you if you have anything you would like to contribute or some-
thing you would like to see included in future editions of this newsletter.   So please feel to    
contact us at ….. 

Staffordshire Commissioner 
Weston Road, Stafford ST18 0YY 
pcc@staffordshire-pfcc.pnn.gov.uk 
 

01785 232246 

 
      @StaffsPCC 
       www.facebook.com/StaffordshirePCC 
       www.staffordshire-pcc.gov.uk 

  

 
Contact The Staffordshire Commissioner 

mailto:jane.milgate@staffordshire.pcc.pnn.gov.uk

