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Notes of the Staffordshire Moorlands Locality VCSE Forum 
Held on 19th March 2019 at Biddulph Town Hall, Biddulph 

 

 

Present:    
    
Sharon Morley Stoke on Trent & Biddulph Live at Home Michelle Jackson Staffordshire Libraries 
Micheala Cooper Stoke on Trent & Biddulph Live at Home Sam Hubbard Stoke & Staffordshire CAB 
Philip Mann Arch North Staffs John Irons Changes Health & Wellbeing 
Alison Weston Back Dane Trust Salli Ward Staffordshire Buddies 
David Richards SASSOT Christine Faughnan Biddulph Ladies Afternoon Club 
Leanne Wood Rethink Joyce Garland Biddulph Ladies Afternoon Club 
Dawn Pemberton Rethink Carol Sheldon Support Staffordshire 
Debbie Rushworth Support Staffordshire   

  
1. Welcome & introductions 

 
2.      Apologies 

Jill Norman, Esther Jones, Charlotte Bennett, Andy Collins, Sharron Ball, Laura Bosworth 
 

3.      Notes of the last meeting -6th December 2018 and matters arising 
The notes from the last meeting were agreed as a true record.  There were no matters arising. 
 

4. Election of Chair  
Debbie Rushworth from Support Staffordshire chaired the meeting 

 
5. Update from Support Staffordshire – Debbie Rushworth 

 

 Training Update 
Debbie outlined the Support Staffordshire Workshop and Training Programme for the period 
February to July 2019.  Full details are available on the Support Staffordshire Website. 

 

 Volunteer Transport Update 
A new organisation, Moorlands Voluntary and Community Transport is being formed, and is            

currently in the process of setting up.  The scheme will be transferred at the end of April and funding 

is being sought to continue. 

 

 Arts Review 
The People and Places bid will be submitted by Friday the 22nd March. A lot of strong points and 
ideas that have been included.  Whether successful or not, the aim is to increase infrastructure 
support for the arts across the district.   

 

 Moorlands Volunteer Star awards 
The event is taking place on the 13th June at Westwood Golf Club in Leek. We are welcoming 
nominations for 10 categories. Nominations close on the 26th April 2019 and a nomination form is 
attached to these minutes. More information available on the Support Staffordshire Website 

 
6. Local NHS – Debbie Rushworth 

 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
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 The CCG community hospital consultation finishes this Sunday (17th March) so we will await to see 
outcome 

 Current CCG contracts have mostly been rolled forward until March 2020 apart from mental health 
ones with IAPs service currently out to tender 

 Sue Bull has been taken on secondment to the STP strategic team for 8 months to write a voluntary 
sector strategy. Charlotte is in touch with her 

 We continue to represent the sector at STP and North Staffs MCP Alliance meetings 

 Any group with particular interest in health and care matters can come along to our Health and Care 
Forums meetings (give any contact details to Sandra Payne) which are held on county basis once a 
quarter 

 Lots of continuing discussion around social prescribing and some new GP funding coming on stream 
soon to help support this 

 
 

7. Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent – David Richards  

Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent is a partnership of agencies working together to create active 
places and healthy lives through physical activity and sport.  

David gave a brief presentation about searching for and applying for funding. SASSoT want to help make the 
progress easier for community groups and organisations to generate the income required to continue 
addressing the needs within the local community. A copy of his presentation is attached.  For more 
information please contact Ben Holland – Partnership Manager Tel 01782619693 or email: 
bholland@staffordbc.gov.uk 

 
 

8. Beat the Cold – Martin Peake 
 
Beat the Cold advisors provide a first class, invaluable service for residents living across Staffordshire. Likely 
topics during a telephone call or a conversation may include: 

 Applying for free or low-cost insulation; 

 Using your heating system the best way – to reduce cost and waste; 

 Paying for fuel – finding the best tariff and switching companies; 

 The Warm Home Discount and Priority Service Registers; 

 Fuel debt; 

 Improving energy efficiency; 

 Referral to agencies that specialise in checking benefits; 

 Renewables, such as solar pv, solar thermal, heat pumps; and the ways to make them pay 
 
Martin said that some people may be able to get a grant for 1st time central heating installations or a 
replacement boiler. This service will be available in the next 2 months for anyone with an existing gas 
connection, and later on, for those who need to be connected to the grid. The criteria for 1st time central 
heating, and replacement boilers are roughly the same. 
 
This is available to: 

 Anyone in receipt of a means tested benefit 

 Anyone in receipt of a disability benefit 

 Those on a low income, and in receipt of child benefit. 

 Those on a “low income” 
 
What constitutes a low income, is continually changing, so in these instances, it is still worth making the 
enquiry. 
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More information is available on the Beat the Cold website: www.beatcold.org.uk or Phone: 01782           
683813   Freephone: 0800 389 2258    
 
 

9. Feedback from workshop held at last Locality Forum 
 
The feedback from the survey taken at the December meeting was discussed.  
 

 
10. Updates from Forum members – celebrating successes, sharing concerns 

Michelle  Jackson from Staffordshire Libraries outlined the volunteering opportunities available in 
Staffordshire Libraries, some of the things you can do include: 

 Helping your community to discover all your library has to offer 

 Support housebound people to access books and information 

 Running community events  

 Helping people to get online and learn IT skills  

 Taking part in our Reading Hack volunteer opportunities for 13-24 year olds 

Further information is available on the Staffordshire County Council Website 

Samantha Hubbard from Stoke and Staffordshire CAB outlined the changes to Universal Credit claims that 
is due to come into force in May 2019. A copy of the information is attached to the minutes 

Sharron Morley from the Stoke North Live at Home project outlined the new initiative the MHA have in 
place in Stoke on Trent.  This offers services and support to help older people lead independent, active and 
fulfilled lives.  For more information please contact Stoke North Live at Home scheme tel: 01782 816662 or 
email: sharonmorley@mha.org.uk 

Alison Morley from Back Dane, Wincle, Cheshire gave details of the cottage they have in the Peak District 
that is available for hire by charitable organisations.   Further information can be obtained on the web site: 
www.BackDane.co.uk or by emailing Alison at BackDane@gmail.com 

Salli Ward from Staffordshire Buddies outlined the work of the organisation. 

Staffordshire Buddies is the HIV and Sexual Health Charity for Stoke and Staffordshire. The mission of the 
Charity is to reduce the impact of HIV through providing support, information, advocacy and advice to 
those living with, or affected by, the virus, and by undertaking health promotion support to communities at 
risk. For more information please contact: ask@staffordshirebuddies.co.uk 

11. Date of next meeting 

Date and venue to be confirmed 
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