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Notes of the Staffordshire Moorlands Locality VCSE Forum 
Held by zoom on 3rd March 2021 

 

Present:    
Andy Collins Borderland Voices Richard Green Remap 
Catherine Doel Cheadle Arts Festival Julie Billingham Citizens Advice Cheadle 
John Irons Changes Health & Wellbeing Gaynor Morton Approach (Dementia Support 

Manager) 
Philip Mann Honeycomb Group Sarah Blore SMDC (Disabled Facilities Grant 

Officer) 
Claire John SCVYS Nick Kelly Sporting Communities 
Michelle Jackson Staffs County Council – Libraries Service Carry Somers Fashion Revolution CIC 
Stephanie Lee Staffs County Council – Staffordshire 

Connects 
Sarah Franklin Gamcare 

Tom Pine National Lottery Community Fund Keith Quine Hartington Village Hall 
Kimberley Young Everyone Health Sarah Mockridge The Dove Service 
Darren Hopkinson Age UK Staffordshire Jane Clowes 6 views art 
Amanda Carter Beth Johnson Foundation Esther Jones Support Staffordshire 
Laura Bosworth Rethink North Staffs Amanda Dodd Support Staffordshire 
Sharon Morley MHA Communities North Staffs Victoria Lockett Support Staffordshire 
Ann Collins Quarnford Memorial Hall Jill Norman Support Staffordshire 
    

 
  

Apologies: Lou Harvey Johnson, Brighter Futures (SPLW for Cheadle area); Helen Bickerton, Care and Fun Club; Alison 
Weston, Back Dane Trust; David Walsh, Sporting Communities; Lianne Burton, Beth Johnson Foundation (SPLW) 

 
1. Welcome & introductions 

Esther welcomed those attending and each participant introduced themselves.  
  

2 Update on the National Lottery Fund grant programmes 
Tom Pine gave an update on the current grant schemes (presentation included with minutes). He talked 
about the priorities, emphasising the importance of projects being people-led. He talked about: 

 Local Connections Fund – temporary fund responding to Covid. Grants of up to £2,500. Not currently 
open but another round will be opening in the summer. 

 Awards for All – grants of £300 to £10,000 for projects to be carried out over 12 months. No closing 
dates but give yourself a lead-in time of 12-14 weeks if applying.  

 Reaching Communities – projects costing more than £10,000 and last up to 5 years and can include 
capital elements. A rolling process with no closing dates. Useful to start the application process and 
discuss with Lottery officers – starting to fill the online form in does not commit you to the detail you 
have written. Contact thomas.pine-coffin@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk   

 Climate Action Fund – a current scheme for community-led partnerships with 12-15 awards available 
across the UK with a deadline of 8th April 2021. This is in its second round and currently has a focus 
on waste and consumption.  

 
Carry asked about the Climate Action Fund, explaining that the work she does is nationally and in London, 
rather than a local partnership. Would this still make any project eligible? Tom said that they would be 
interested in an application from them. 
 
Jane Clowes asked where Tom felt the boundary was between the Arts Council and The National Lottery 
Community Fund. Tom said that they do support arts projects. Arts Council is more focused on artist led 

mailto:thomas.pine-coffin@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk
http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/


2 
 

activity whereas The National Lottery is more focused on community-based arts activity with a primary social 
purpose. That goes with sports and heritage projects too, which also have specific funding bodies. 
 
Claire John asked about funding for a new organisation that does not have a 12-month track record? Tom 
said yes, with Awards for All probably being the best place to start. But they would look at a larger project if 
it was a people-led project. 
 
Michelle Jackson mentioned the community-based libraries that haven’t been able to fund raise during the 
pandemic and may struggle to pay some of their bills. Would help be available with running costs? Tom 
explained that it is a good people led project, you can apply for funding with running costs. If the 
organisation is supported by a statutory body, (like a community library), maybe be party to a recent asset 
transfer, then this may be less likely to be supported. 
 
Esther asked if Awards for All would fund consultation processes? Yes, if there is an expressed local need and 
there is a group of local people who are driving it. This could be through activities like coffee mornings etc 
which could be used to listen to ideas and develop new projects for further funding. Useful to keep the local 
conversations going.  
  

3.     Staffs Moorlands District Council Disabled Facilities Grant Scheme 
Sarah Blore gave a presentation about the grants (included with the minutes). This is an England-wide grant 
to help people make adaptations to their homes like adding a stair lift or a wet-room etc. This national 
Government money comes to Staffordshire County Council and is then allocated to Staffordshire Moorlands 
District Council. There is money available, so please encourage any service users, or others that you know, 
who you think might need this help, to apply. 
 
There is also Discretionary Funding for Community Facilities available to community groups and others who 
can demonstrate that the funding would have a positive impact on improving access and facilities for the 
disabled community residing in, or visiting their area. This would include physical disabilities, sensory 
impairments, learning disabilities, mental health needs, autism and dementia. If you know of any places that 
need improvements then contact Sarah. There is no fixed deadline and hoping to be able to offer this for the 
next 12 months. No fixed lower or upper limit on grant. Examples include putting a hearing loop in costing 
about £1.5K and a building with a number of significant improvements costing up to £100K. The key is having 
a sound business case and proving significant impact. Match funding would be expected but there is an 
understanding that the pandemic has affected community groups’ ability to fund-raise etc. It is not a quick 
process to apply for funding so plan several months ahead.  
 
Contact sarah.blore@highpeak.gov.uk or ring 01538 395400 ext. 4402 and give a brief description of the 
project. You would need to provide quotations for the work although Sarah can put you in touch with a 
company that could help. 
 
Claire John mentioned that she has a number of organisations who may be interested in following up some 
projects with Sarah. 
Michelle asked whether applicants needed to be charities or constituted groups? Sarah said they were 
flexible, it really depends on the project.   
 
 

4. Support Staffordshire update 
Esther gave a bit of background about the Volunteer Star Awards. There was an event in June 2019 but the 
2020 event was cancelled. This year we have decided to do virtual events with 2 districts together so we 
have a Staffordshire Moorlands and Newcastle-under Volunteer Star Awards on Tuesday 8th June 2021. It will 
be live streamed and available on YouTube. Esther encouraged people to put volunteers forward for the 
awards with nominations to be submitted through the website up to the 30th March 2021. More details at 
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/volunteer-star-awards It is a great opportunity to celebrate your 
volunteers.  

Jill explained that the Support Staffordshire website is constantly updated with useful information, including 
about new grants on https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/whats-happening/funding  so well worth 
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looking at regularly. There is also the monthly e-news highlights with key new information relevant to 
voluntary groups. She encouraged people to get on the mailing list if they were not on it already.  
 
A full list of future training sessions, free to members, and all on Zoom, can be found at: 
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/events/upcoming-training 
These include: 

 10th March – Befriending Skills 

 17th March – Covid 19 Secure Risk Assessments 

Right Start training course coming up are: 

 30th March - Committee and Trustee Roles and Responsibilities 
 20th April – Writing Good Policies and Procedures 
 28th April – Income Generation and Funding 

 6th May – Adult Safeguarding 

 10th May – Involving Volunteers 
 20th May – Effective Bid Writing 

Your local contact for the Moorlands is Esther Jones via esther.jones@supportstaffordshire.org.uk or 07531 
711388.  

 
5. Project Updates: 

a) Staffordshire Connects  
Stephanie would love to hear about what group are doing – new groups and new activities – that can go 
onto Staffordshire Connects. And if you have an existing entry, please keep it up to date. 
 
b) Gamcare 
Sarah Franklin talked about the increase in gambling problems, particularly among women. Her organisation 
offers free support and training through Eventbrite. Gamcare can also provide a bespoke training session for 
an organisation. More information sarah.franklin@gamcare.org.uk  
 
c) Dove Service 
Due to a generous donation some of the extra services they were offering are continuing until the end of 
June. They offer advice and support to those suffering bereavement or other loss. There are regular support 
groups but you can just phone for a chat. Encourage those who would benefit from the help to just pick up 
the phone 01782 683155 or email enquiries@thedoveservice.org.uk   

 
d) Revival Home Welfare Check Service 
Philip explained that any vulnerable person affected by the pandemic can be helped through this service, 
with any practical help including house issues.  
 
e) Everyone Health 
Kimberley explained the range of services they offer (presentation slides included). All the information is on 
the Everyone Health website. Enquiries to kimberleyyeung@everyonehealth.co.uk  and information on 
https://staffordshire.everyonehealth.co.uk   
 
f) Approach 
Gaynor explained that they support anyone with a dementia diagnosis and their carers. Normally they run 
cafes and it is hoped to re-open these in October, if not a bit earlier. One to one support has continued to be 
available. Informal carer dementia support training has been offered online. The next training starts 4th 
March in 8 one-hour sessions. This is open for all. More information enquiries@approachstaffordshire.co.uk 
or 01782 214999. 

 
g) MHA Communities North Staffs 
Sharon explained that their services cover the whole of the Moorlands and anyone who would benefit from 
telephone befriending can access their help. Sharon.Morley@mha.org.uk   
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h) Rethink 
Laura explained that all services are still operating remotely. Activities include workshops. There is now 
some face-to-face support and this will gradually increase. Planning to re-open John Hall Gardens for small 
groups in a couple of weeks’ time. More information from laura.bosworth@rethink.org  

 
i) Borderland Voices 
Andy explained that there are a small mental health arts charity. They are operating on zoom including a 
creative writing group and an arts group.  There is an illustrated online talk by Richard Godley 11am Tuesday, 
9th March about the history of the Women’s Land Army in the Moorlands.  The link to access the session is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85833782603?pwd=SStoekorVTVlOXlvUEZkcEdMYjhTdz09 
Further information from andy@borderlandvoices.org.uk or 07760-138395 or www.borderlandvoices.org.uk 
  
j) Changes 
John highlighted the courses they are continuing to run online. After Easter they are hoping to re-start 
physical group activity. They are planning to open a peer support group in Leek after Easter. 
http://changeshere4u.org.uk/ or email John john.irons@changes.org.uk  
 
k) Fashion Revolution 
Carry told the meeting about the annual Fashion Revolution Week, this year taking place online during 19th 
to 25th April. https://www.fashionrevolution.org/ and events are featured on 
https://www.fashionopenstudios.com  
 
l) Remap 
Richard said that he still did not have any volunteers or any enquiries from the Moorlands area. They make 
bespoke items for people with disabilities (highlighted at an earlier forum meeting). Contact 
richardjgreen13@gmail.com  or 01283 791611. 
 
m) Beth Johnson Foundation 
Information of their activity is on www.bjf.org.uk or Facebook BJF Heathy Generations or email 
Amanda.carter@bjf.org.uk  
 
n) Community Libraries 
Michelle explained that the main libraries (e.g. Biddulph) that have been closed should be opening on 8th 
March with computers available for usage. There will be restricted opening hours. Community managed 
libraries are also starting to re-open. Cheadle is open 3 days a week. Blythe Bridge is closed due to heating 
problems but you can pick up books. Werrington is due to re-open on 12th April. More information from 
michelle.jackson@staffordshire.gov.uk  
In talking about using the library computers, Julie at Cheadle Citizens Advice explained that they can help 
people complete the census forms and this can be done up to 24th May.  
 
 

6. Feedback 
Participants were asked to offer feedback on today’s meeting through 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjpBJXLPFoLwhVz6vAQe0mn890tNQCSBLO6wtcCmn
UQ9fTDQ/viewform 
 

7. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be in June, date to be advised. 
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