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South Staffordshire VCSE Covid 19 Zoom Forum 

3 June 2020 

Attendees: 

Anne Ross Support Staffordshire 

Michelle Cliff  Support Staffordshire 

Caroline Bradford BJF Cancer Support Project (CaSP) 

Sharon Whitchurch Starfish Health and Wellbeing 

Sam Leedham Bilbrook Initiatives Hub 

Sandie Jackson Albrighton Moat Trust 

Cat Wetton Healthwatch 

Roy - Volunteer Bilbrook Initiatives Hub 

Keith Elder Wild about Perton / Support Staffs Community Connector 

 

Introduction 

Anne welcomed all who joined the second Zoom VCSE forum for South Staffordshire 

Update on strategic picture for the VCSE sector 

Anne gave a summary of the recent Covid-19 sector survey results, and the response helped to paint 

a strong picture of the situation in Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent.  Further information is available 

to read in CEO Garry Jones’ blog on https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/the-chiefs-blog-

may-2020 

Local picture 

South Staffs District Council Call Centre helpline reported less demand and so it was felt that 

community support being delivered had been well adapted and effective. The helpline will continue 

until the end of June when a further decision will be made. 

Information Sharing – updates from local organisations 

Maz Kull, Compton Care: Two new services introduced – details attached 

Caroline Bradford, Beth Johnson Foundation: Project funding ends at the end of July – not related 

to COVID, but still taking referrals and hope that funding will be reviewed.  Support Staffs have 

helped to get an increased number of volunteers, and they have been celebrating during volunteer’s 

week.  28 active volunteers, 24 clients have received support, and 16 new recruits with many being 

supported with Zoom calls and telephone calls 

Sam Leedham, Bilbrook Initiatives Hub:  Hot meal provision and have delivered 1000 meals to 

elderly and vulnerable in Codsall and Bilbrook. They have leafleted the helpline numbers with places 

and shops that will be able deliver to help with independence. Wellbeing kits have also been 

provided and delivered ie. craft-packs, knitting;  worked in partnership with CASS and Busy Minds to 

keep people connected. Wellbeing café has been running online, along with the menopause group 

coffee morning. Working on a social history project ‘living legacy digital capsule’. 

Sharon Whitchurch, Starfish- generally refers into VCSE organisations and wants to recognise the 

great work of Brewood community helpers covering the GP practice where she normally works. 

https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/the-chiefs-blog-may-2020
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/the-chiefs-blog-may-2020
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Has personally been involved with Burntwood be a friend, and now looking at doorstep befriending 

etc.There have been challenges in the role not being able to work in surgeries. 

Roy, Bilbrook Initiatives Hub:  getting insight on how people are coping and the wellbeing of people 

in the local community.  Has done some fundraising and had success from some grant trusts they 

have written to. 

Keith Elder, Wild about Perton:  Perton is a modern community and the community buildings are in 

the centre – libraries are closed until unknown dates.  There has been a great response to the online 

library resources.  

Covid response group has 53 registered users and 21 volunteers – only some are using regularly. 

Some issues are likely to crop up in the future especially around unemployment.  

Sandie Jackson, Albrighton Moat Trust:  Kept in contact with young gardeners and have a regular 

schedule on Zoom, sending out boxes of gardening equipment and seeds.  They have been working 

hard at home and have got involved doing activities with parents.  Furloughed scheme has been 

beneficial for the group to continue. Facing shortages of funding from events, and managed to host 

a plant sale, with an honesty box. 

Going forward they would like to bring learners back but they will struggle with the social distancing, 

helping parents to educate on social distancing – haven’t practiced what it means because they have 

been self-isolating. 

Concerns for the future, on how they can continue as they did previously, lack of funding will have a 

long term impact 

Cat Wetton, Healthwatch Running a Zoom coffee morning as part of volunteers week to recognise 

the volunteers involved in covid support groups and to share experiences supporting the community 

and anything related to health and social care. 

Michelle Cliff, Support Staffordshire talked about her work to help village halls to look at reopening 

in early July and some of this guidance might help some small social gatherings to start to take place. 

Anne Ross mentioned a new foodbank for Huntington at Create Church and Littleton Green 

community. 

Information available to groups and organisations 

Anne informed about the range of resources, adapted factsheets and templates which are available 

to download from the Support Staffordshire website, also sources for funding, and latest updates 

https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/covid-19-support.  

 

Information about courses 

There has been good feedback from the recent online courses, and there are further courses 

planned.  If anyone has any training needs please contact Anne. 

https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/events/upcoming-training 

Sam found the training helpful, to get up to date information on safeguarding. 

Feedback 

https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/covid-19-support
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/events/upcoming-training
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There won’t be formal feedback after the meeting, but please let Anne know your thoughts on the 

meeting, what could be different or better.  Any ideas for future meetings. 

Next meeting: September, date to be confirmed 

Close 

Anne closed the meeting, and thanked everyone for attending and the opportunity to meet each 

other in a different way. 

 

 

 

 


