
 
 

 

Southern Staffordshire Community Energy (SSCE) 
 Community Fund 

 

Grant Scheme for Community Building Energy Improvements 
 

Background 
Founded in 2011, Southern Staffordshire Community Energy Limited (SSCE) is a social 
enterprise run by volunteers. As a type of co-operative registered with the FCA and known 
as a community benefit society, it owns two solar photovoltaic panel installations on 
community buildings in Whittington, and for these it receives the feed-in tariff. The income 
from this and other services has generated a surplus in the financial year 2014/15 and 
enabled the society to create a Community Fund of £5000 in total. 
 
The Board of SSCE has agreed that this Community Fund will be utilised to improve the 
energy efficiency and reduce the carbon footprint of community buildings in Lichfield 
District. Applications for funding are invited from the owners or leaseholders of community 
buildings in Lichfield District.   
 
Eligible Measures 
The grants will be provided either: 

i. for energy audits for the buildings OR 
ii. for measures which will contribute to improving the energy efficiency or to the 

installation of renewable energy measures (max £1000) 
 

The maximum grant which will be awarded for measures is £1000. The SSCE Community 
Fund grant can cover the whole project if it is less or equal to £1000 or can be a contribution 
towards a larger project. 
 
For applicants who successfully apply for an energy audit, SSCE will commission and pay for 
that on behalf of the successful applicants for that element. 
 
Organisations cannot apply under both headings in the same year. However, if SSCE is in a 
position to offer grants in future years, organisations undertaking an energy audit this year 
will be eligible to apply for grants to install recommended measures in future years. 
 
Any organisation that received a grant in the previous project (run in 2013/4) is welcome to 
apply for funding for work arising from the energy audit carried out then. 
 
The kinds of energy efficiency measures that would be considered include: 

 Cavity wall insulation 



 External or internal solid wall insulation 

 Roof insulation 

 Floor insulation 

 Energy efficient lighting 

 Draught-proofing 

 Double-glazing or secondary glazing 

 Improved heating and/or lighting controls 

 Energy efficient boilers 
 
The types of renewable energy installation that would be considered include: 

 Solar thermal panels for water heating 

 Solar photovoltaic panels for electricity generation 

 Ground or air source heat pumps 

 Biomass boilers 

 Small wind turbines 
 
Conditions for Funding 
1. Applicants must not commit themselves to work in advance of an offer of grant being 
confirmed in writing.  Any other funding which is required for the project must be in place 
before work commences. 
2. Landlord consent (if applicable) must be in place before any work is commenced. 
3. Planning permission either is not required, has been obtained, or there is an 
indication from the Planning Department that the application will be looked on favourably. 
4. A realistic estimate of costs is included with the application, preferably accompanied 
by at least one quotation/estimate from a builder or building professional (not required for 
Audits) 
5. For major projects, professional advice should be sought with regards to design, 
costing, technical specifications and supervision of the project. 
6. Any project involving alterations to the building should have a floor plan or 
architect’s drawings attached to the application form. If the project is being done in phases, 
please mark on the plan the area that is covered by this application 
7. If the SSCE funding is a contribution to a larger project, applicants will need to 
demonstrate where the remaining funding will come from. Evidence of the source of this will 
be required before SSCE funding is confirmed. 
8. Measures should be complete by 31st March 2016 other than in exceptional 
circumstances. 

 
Proper accounts must be kept throughout the project and for major projects; a final 
statement should be produced giving a breakdown of project funding compared to the 
project costs. It will also be a condition of the grant of funding that your organisation: 
• monitors the performance of the measures undertaken (eg energy bills before and 
after project) 
• provides written feedback at reasonable intervals up to one year after project 
completion 
• agrees to take part in any publicity for the project or for the SSCE Community Fund 

 
 



Criteria for Selection 
Criteria for selection of projects to be supported will include but not necessarily be limited 
to: 
1. Cost effectiveness of improvements in terms of energy-saving and/or carbon 
reduction. 
2. The extent to which the improvements form part of an overall plan for reducing the 
energy use of the building and reducing its carbon footprint. 
3. The extent to which the measures could be used as a model for other organisations 
and buildings. 

 
Submission of Application 
Applicants must complete the attached form and return to the address below by Saturday 
the 31 October 2015. Applications will be assessed during November and applicants will be 
notified of the panel’s decision by 14 December 2015 at the latest. An SSCE assessor may 
wish to visit buildings for which applications are submitted. 
 
Completed forms should be returned to Robin Taylor via email r.taylor@virgin.net queries 
should be sent to him by email or telephone 0773 8939271. It is preferred if the form and all 
accompanying documents are scanned in and sent electronically. However in the event that 
it is not possible to do this for any of the information, then it should be sent to: 
 
Robin Taylor 
4,Beechfield Rise 
Lichfield 
WS13 6EL 
 
Southern Staffordshire Community Energy 
September 2015   
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