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Notes of the Newcastle Locality VCSE Forum 
Held on 5th December 2017 at Talke Library 

 
 
 

Present: Apologies: 
 

Steve Hopkins (Chair)  Community Council of Staffs 
David Richards SASSOT 
Peter Till Newcastle Foodbank 
Robin Wiles Newcastle Borough Council 
Jane Smith Our Space 
David Slack Newcastle Lions 
Helen Beardmore National Careers Service 
Peter Grocott Red Street Comm Centre 
Kate Ramsey Hometown Plus 
Lauren Tabbinor Stoke-on-Trent College 
Josh Probert Stoke-on-Trent College 
David Grocott Red Street Comm Centre 

 

  Bethan Foulkes Ixion 

Steve Terry VAST 

Elise Turner Heritage Lottery Fund 

  Jill Norman Support Staffordshire 

Natalie Shields Support Staffordshire 
Kathryn Bentham Support Staffordshire 

  

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

1. Welcome & introductions 
 

2. Apologies 
Melanie Dunn, Staffs Housing; Matthew Howard, SCC Libraries; Rene Carlisle, Newcastle 
Voluntary Transport; Fiona Limer, North Staffs Voice; Georgina Dawes, Arch; Toni Starkey, Arch; 
Claire John, SCVYS; Sarah Littlejohn, The Lyme Trust; Jo Hall, Healthwatch; Charlotte Bennett, 
VAST. 
 

3. Local NHS Update 
Jill Norman gave an update on the North Staffs CCG funding to the voluntary sector; feedback 
from the North Staffordshire and Stoke MCP Alliance Board and an update on the pre-
consultation events about community hospitals. She highlighted the VCSE listening event on 
community hospitals being held at the Dudson Centre in Hanley at 2pm Friday 15th December 
organised by Charlotte Bennett, VAST.  
 
Jill reminded the meeting that the Newcastle VCSE sector rep on the new MCP Alliance Board 
was Melanie Dunn of Staffordshire Housing and that Melanie would give feedback on the work 
of the Board at future Forums.  
 
Under this item it was flagged up that Staffordshire County Council has just opened a 
consultation on the Future Provision of Social Care for people with Mental Health Conditions in 
North Staffordshire with a closing date of 24th January 2018. (Copy of letter available on Support 
Staffs website under Newcastle Locality Forum). The consultation is by way of an online 
feedback form at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth  or by downloading the feedback form 
and emailing it to asc.support@staffordshire.gov.uk  or posting it back or by sending your 
thoughts to asc.support@staffordshire.gov.uk  

 
4. Newcastle Borough Council update- Robin Wiles 

 The Staffordshire Dementia Action Alliance has received applications for dementia 
friendly communities from Wolstanton; Audley; Loggerheads and Madeley 

 The People Power Fund from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner is open 
for the next round of bids from 1st March 2018 with a deadline of 14th April. Likewise the 
Proceeds of Crime Fund is open at the same time but is restricted to applications from 
organisations which are members of the local community safety partnership.   
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 Robin is currently basing himself within Loggerheads community information shop on a 
Monday and Kidsgrove customer services building (to the rear of the town hall) on a 
Wednesday 

 
5. SASSOT (Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent) 

David Richards gave a presentation on the services offered by SASSOT with a focus on his role 
which is about encouraging inclusion. SASSOT has a database of all local sports clubs and 
others involved in delivering physical activities. A Newcastle–under-Lyme Festival of Sport is 
being organised for April/ May 2018 with a particular focus on over 55s, those with disabilities, 
and women and girls. Anyone interested in taking part should apply by 22nd December through 
www.sporstacrossstaffordshire.co.uk   
 
 

6. National Careers Service 
Helen Beardmore explained that this service can help people aged 18 and over to enhance their 
qualifications through a range of training they put on, as well as offering help with CVs and 
advice on career development. The service can work with local charities to put on specific 
training for their beneficiaries. If anyone has an individual beneficiary that would benefit from this 
service, just email Helen with their name, phone number and email address. – 
helen.beardmore@prospects.co.uk  
 
 

7. Countercoins at York Place 
Kate Ramsey explained that Hometown Plus were taking an innovative to place based 
regeneration at York Place shopping centyre in Newcastle-under-Lyme. They have developed a 
partnership with the North Staffs YMCA which has a unit in the centre offering a programme of 
activities. The model recognises the value of volunteering by giving volunteers a token or 
countercoin which can then be redeemed at participating local businesses for specific benefits. 
Kate is very interested in working with any voluntary group which would be interested in getting 
involved. She is usually at York Place on Fridays so can be visited there or can be contacted by 
email - kate@hometownplus.co.uk   
 

8. Update from groups 
 

Heritage Lottery Fund is keen to support applications from the Newcastle area particularly for 
projects that support young people 18-24 years or rural areas. Also there is an opportunity to 
seek funding for end of WWI anniversary projects in 2018.  
 
Support Staffordshire Training details of course in Newcastle and elsewhere can be found on 
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/events/upcoming-training Several are scheduled to take 
place at Talke Library. 
 
Our Place has space available to hire with a large indoor soft play area and outside space with 
play equipment geared to people with special needs.  
 
Building Better Opportunities provides support for people who are unemployed or 
economically inactive to help them towards employment with a range of one-to-one coaching 
and support. In North Staffordshire the programme is delivered by Ixion and its partners. For 
more information contact Bethan Foulkes on Bethan Foulkes 
Bethan.Foulkes@ixionholdings.com or look at http://www.ixionholdings.com/individual-
learners/connecting-choices/connecting-choices-stoke-on-trent-staffordshire  
 
 

9. Future meetings dates: 
Mainly Thursdays 10.00am to 12.00pm: 
 
2018 - 8th March; 11th June (Monday, 5-7pm); 6th September; and 6th December 
Venues to be advised.  
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