
    

 

1 
 

  

 

STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS VCSE1  LOCALITY FORUM 
  

Notes from the meeting held on 15th March 2018 

 
 

 Attendees: 
Charlotte Bennett – VAST 
Aimee Burrows- Staffs Wildlife Trust 

Suzanne Barratt – Staffs Moorlands 
Childrens Centre 

Diane Keates – Cheadle Citizens Advice 
Julia Baskerville – Biddulph Citizens Advice 
Esther Jones – Support Staffordshire 

Sue Green – Support Staffordshire 
Ryn Bentham – Support Staffordshire 

Jill Norman – Support Staffordshire 
Natalie Shields – Support Staffordshire 

   
   
  Apologies: 

 

  
Andy Collins – Borderland Voices 
Farrah Butt – YMCA 

Hannah Cottrell – YMCA 
Ruth Copley Jones – Beth Johnson 

Foundation 
  Philip Mann – Arch 
  Vicky Rowley – Staffs County Council 

  Angela Du Prez – Staffs Health Watch                        
 

 

John Larkham – Age UK 
Mark Lawton – Staffs Moorlands Health 

Helpline  
Claire John - SCVYS 
Caroline Warner – SAVANA 

Liz Rhodes – Fresh Air Fitness & Friends 
Val Harris 

Barbara Wain – Changes 
Gina Chesmell – Rethink 
Bethan Foulkes - Ixion 

 

Sally Grieve – Community Foundation 
Louise Walker – Home Start – 

Staffordshire Moorlands 
Bas Pickering - Locality PPG & Patient 
Congress 

Henry Jebb 
Sarah Haydon – Biddulph Town Council 

Eileen & Cyril Cox – Biddulph Arts 
Forum 
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Welcome & introductions  
Esther Jones welcomed attendees to the meeting and everyone introduced 

themselves. 
 

2 Apologies 
Apologies were noted. (No additional apologies given at the meeting) 
 

3 Election of Chair 
Esther Jones agreed to chair the meeting.     

 
  

                                                           
1 

VCSE = Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (Sector). 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
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4 Notes of the last forum meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were discussed, and two corrections made: 

- Andy Collins from Borderland Voices was missed of the Apologies list; 

- On the third page, under Item 8, Melanie Dunn not Melanie Gunn is the elected 

representative for Newcastle on the North Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent 

MCP Alliance Board2 

There were no maters arising 

 
 

5 Dying Matters – Staffordshire Campaign 
 

Vicky Rowley from Staffordshire County Council gave a presentation on the 
campaign ‘Dying Matters’ which the County Council is currently promoting, 
prompted by a report by the Health and Wellbeing Board indicating a need for a 

campaign encouraging well adults to have early discussions with family and friends 
about their end of life wishes. The countywide campaign runs ahead of the annual 
national Dying Matters Awareness Week (which this year runs 14th – 20th May). 

  
Vicky circulated some leaflets including ‘Putting your house in order’ which covers 

wills, making a funeral plan, organ donation, etc. These resources are available 

online and in hard copy. The campaign is also offering a tutorial for people 

interested in leading a conversation about end of life preparation. 

See websites: 

- https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/health/PublicHealth/Time-to-talk/Time-to-

talk.aspx 

- https://www.dyingmatters.org/  

Questions:  

How will the campaign be evaluated? In the short term via e.g. website visits; in 

the longer term via an ongoing campaign and promotion to develop compassionate 

communities (noting that medical professionals are not necessarily primary to the 

end of life experience). 

How does the campaign help people to get Advanced Care Plans signed and 

formalised by the individual and the health professional? Vicky said this was 

something that was outside the current campaign and needed further discussion. 

6 Health Update 
 

Charlotte Bennett, Strategic Health Liaison Officer, VAST & Support Staffordshire 
explained that North Staffs and Stoke CCGs3 had reviewed its commissioning in the 

                                                           
2
 MCP = Multispecialty Community Provider 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/health/PublicHealth/Time-to-talk/Time-to-talk.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/health/PublicHealth/Time-to-talk/Time-to-talk.aspx
https://www.dyingmatters.org/
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voluntary sector last year and was planning to commission two new services 
around older people and mental health. This has been delayed by 6 months and the 
current plan is to commission from October 2018. One motive behind the review is 

bring in equity of services across Stoke and North Staffs. The CCGs will be looking 
for a consortia approach, though it is not clear yet how this will look, nor how the 
funding will be split between mental health and older people. The specification and 

cost framework are awaited. Meanwhile the CCGs are going through staff changes: 
there is now one accountable officer and one team of directors covering the two 

CCG areas, and the tier below is now being restructured. This is disruptive to 
progress on matters such as the VCSE tenders. 
 

Charlotte also discussed the pre-consultation regarding the community hospitals in 

Leek and Cheadle, which is looking at the future of hospital buildings and the 

services housed in them. This is a two stage discussion and a public consultation 

process is expected later this year. 

 
 Jill Norman updated on the role of the North Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent MCP 

Alliance Board which she attends as the Moorlands VCSE representative. (MCP = 

Multi-speciality Community Provider). There are 3 Alliance Boards across 
Staffordshire which sit under the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent STP 

(Sustainable Transformation Plan) of which the one in North Staffs is the most 
developed. Some of its current focus is on pilot projects including a 
multidisciplinary approach to supporting older people in North Newcastle and multi-

agency support for vulnerable people at the Meir Health Centre. Other discussions 
include those on data sharing. The Alliance Board is an opportunity to bring issues 
to a number of key strategic organisations and both Jill and Charlotte can take any 

VCSE issues there for the sector. 
 

The new North Staffs & Stoke-on-Trent Alliance website is 

https://nssotalliance.org/  

Question:  

Which agencies are on the Alliance Board? Key Health bodies e.g. CCGs; Combined 

Health Care Trust, SSOTP, Stoke City Council, as well as representatives from the 

pharmacy, dental and opticians networks. Currently the County Council has been 

unable to send representatives to the meeting but is fully engaged at the STP 

level. 

Jill also reported on the County Council’s Healthier Communities contract which 

was awarded at the end of February 2018 to a private, national company called 

Everyone Health to start in April. This encompasses a number of aspects to bring 

about healthier communities including smoking cessation, falls prevention and 

social prescribing.  There is more information at 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
3
 CCG = Clinical Commissioning Group 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
https://nssotalliance.org/
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http://www.everyonehealth.co.uk/staffordshire-county-council/  

 

7 Wild Child Project  

Aimee Burrows, introduced her project ‘Wild Child’ which is part of the South West 

Peak Landscape Partnership Scheme, led by the Peak District National Park 

Authority and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. It is targeted at children and 

young people under the age of 14 and their families, and aims to build their 

confidence to do things outside. 

A range of free activities are on offer: 

 Wildlings, aged 0-5 years and their families – activities at Lyme and Teggs 

Nose parks and at the Roaches including crafts and trails 

 Wild Families, for 4-7 year olds and their families – activities include for 

example bug hunting and natural crafts 

 Wild Play for older children aged 8-13 without their parents, including for 

example fire lighting, trails and den building 

See website: http://www.southwestpeak.co.uk/ and in particular 

http://www.southwestpeak.co.uk/projects/community/wild-child  

 

8 Updates from Forum members  

 
Ruth Copley Jones from Beth Johnson Foundation spoke about the launch of their 

Staffordshire Cancer Support Programme aimed at anyone over the age of 18. 

They are also recruiting volunteers. 

Ryn Bentham, Support Staffordshire highlighted the Staffordshire Moorlands 

Volunteers Awards will be made at the next Locality Forum event. People will be 

able to nominate their favourite volunteer, and the public will be able to vote for 

the Staffs Moorlands Volunteer of the year from a shortlist. The scheme will be 

promoted and application / nomination forms will be available from mid-April. (Look 

out for more details in the April edition of the Support Staffordshire e-bulletin) 

Angela Du Prez from Engaging Communities commented that the Staffordshire 

Healthwatch contract had been renewed but at only 50% of the previous funding 

level. They are currently undertaking a survey for Staffordshire County Council on 

Children’s Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health, and an Impact Report on the 

reduction in funding of drug and alcohol services. 

Jill Norman, Support Staffordshire mentioned that:  

- Team Cheadle has organised Cheadle EXPO on 24th March for organisations to 

showcase their services 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
http://www.everyonehealth.co.uk/staffordshire-county-council/
http://www.southwestpeak.co.uk/
http://www.southwestpeak.co.uk/projects/community/wild-child
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- Support Staffordshire has a new Training programme and booklet on their 

training courses (copies circulated) 

Andy Collins, Borderland Voices offered free the last few copies of this year’s 

Borderland Voices calendar – a collection of images and creative writing 

Farrah Butt, YMCA (Personal Choices Coach) talked about Connecting Choices 

which is the name for the Ixion-led Building Better Opportunities (BBO) 

programme in North Staffordshire. This is an employment programme for those 

furthest from the labour market and offers tailored support including referral to 

other services to those over 18 who can self-refer or be referred via an agency. 

Esther Jones, Support Staffordshire highlighted the Staffs County Council Earliest 

Help Showcase ‘It’s Your Time to Shine’ being held at Moorlands House, Leek on 

the morning of Tuesday 17th April. Details are on the Support Staffordshire website 

for anyone wishing to bring a stall or attend as a guest. See 

https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/earliest-help-showcase-event-

%E2%80%93-%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s-your-time-shine%E2%80%99  

 
9 Dates of future meetings: 

 

- Tuesday 19th June 2018: Market Place Event – 5pm to 7pm at the Salvation 
Army Hall, Salisbury Street, Leek, ST13 5EE  

- Tuesday 11th September 2018 - 2pm to 4pm at the Cheadle Methodist Church, 
Chapel Street, Cheadle ST10 1OU 

- Tuesday 4th December 2018 –2pm to 4pm at the Haregate Community Centre, 

     46 Queens Drive, Leek ST13 6DJ 
 

   
 

For further information please contact Support Staffordshire  

Tel: 01538 381356 
 

Email carol.sheldon@supportstaffordshire.org.uk  
 

www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk  

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/earliest-help-showcase-event-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s-your-time-shine%E2%80%99
https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/news/earliest-help-showcase-event-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s-your-time-shine%E2%80%99
mailto:carol.sheldon@supportstaffordshire.org.uk
http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/

