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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS VCSE1  LOCALITY FORUM 
  

Notes from the meeting held on the 7th March 2017 

 
Attendees: 

Philip Mann – ARCH Shane O’Toole – The Dove Service 
Suzanne Barratt – Staffordshire C.C Angela Du Preeze - Healthwatch 
John Larkham – AGE UK North Staffs Kelly Hyden – Staffordshire C.C. 

Yvonne Summerville –Carers Hub Vicky Rowley – Staffordshire C.C. 
Claire John – SCVYS Richard Swancott – Enjoy Staffordshire 

Bas Pickering – Leek and Biddulph Locality 
PPG 

Antony Capostagno – Biddulph 
Community Zone 

Sharon Ball – Moorlands Home Link Naomi Chesters -  Staffordshire C.C. 
Guy Collins – Wonderdale Care Louise Walker – Home Start  
Stephanie Chadwick – Moorlands Home Link Jill Norman – Support Staffordshire 

Nicola Shipstone - Approach Garry Jones – Support Staffordshire 
Andy Collins – Borderland Voices Sue Green – Support Staffordshire 

Sue Baker – Buxton and Leek College Esther Jones – Support Staffordshire 
Mark Lawton – Brighter Futures Carol Sheldon – Support Staffordshire 
  

Apologies  
Emma Ward – Savana Ursula Smith – Tean Valley Netball Club 

Collette Cooper – Beth Johnson Foundation Jim Davies – Biddulph Town Council 
Harry Edwards Liz Rhodes – Fresh Air Fitness & Friends 
Val Harris Eileen Cox 

Jo Hall -  Engaging Communities Mervyn Price – N.S. Voice 
 

 
 

 Item 

 
1 

Welcome & introductions  
 

Jill Norman welcomed attendees to the meeting and everyone introduced 
themselves to the group. Apologies were noted.  
 

 
2 

Apologies 
 

Apologies were noted.  
 

3 Election of Chair 

 
John Larkham agreed to chair the meeting.     
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Notes of the last meeting -  8th September 2016 and Matters Arising 
 
The minutes of the last meeting – 6th December 2016 were discussed.  

The following amendments were noted: 
Section 8 – Newsround: 

 
The Age UK advice office in Leek is now closed.  
 

The note concerning the funding of the Citizens advice Bureaus need to be clarified 
to state that the County Council fund the Staffordshire advice line service and not 

the local bureaus 
 
There were no matters arising 

 
5 The Carers Hub - One shop for support, advice, information and training in 

the Stoke or Staffordshire region. - Jill Norman North Staffordshire 
Operations , Support Staffordshire 
 

Jill opened a discussion concerning the support for carers and the Carers Hub.  The 
issues discussed, and comments from the forum members were: 

 
1. How aware are you that any carers you are working with can be referred to 

the Carers Hub for an assessment of need and a range of support? 

 Only half of the people involved with carers are aware that Hub is 
available 

 Not very clear it is out there 
 

2. Did you know carers may be entitled to a personal wellbeing budget to 
support them in their caring role and/or their personal health and wellbeing? 

 Not enough information out there 

 Age restrictions 
 

3. How much do you know about and use the information and signposting 
service of the Carers Hub? 

 Is the Carers Hub a signposting service or can it put together care 
packages? 

 Needs full set of addresses to be helpful.  Leek Carers Group, 
Approach Café Cheadle and  Back to Life Stroke Group give you no 
idea where to go 

 Contradictory information produced, SOT now have to signpost via 
Carers Hub. Creates a communication gap. Discharge procedure from 

North Staffs Hospital.  Need it to detail Carers Hub on discharge 
information 
 

4. How do you best believe the various services and community based support 
available to carers could be joined up and developed with the Carers Hub 
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service? AND what role do you think the Carers Hub would have in making 
this happen? 
 

 Credibility gap between what they say and do 
 Carers Hub representatives could come to one of the Forum meetings. 

 

 
 

5. What else would you like to tell us about support for Carers in Stafffordshire 
and how could it be improved? 
 

 Public don’t know about the service 
 Carers hub needs to engage 
 Needs to be proactive 

 Improve profile and credibility 
 Are there groups who would like to meet with the hub? 

 
Garry Jones asked if there are groups at the forum who would be willing to attend a 
joint meeting with the carers’ hub to have a positive dialogue and investigate how 

they could work with the groups. 

The results of this discussion will be fed into a county wide meeting that will be 
held later in the year.  It is hoped that the joint meeting will be with the providers 
of the Hub 

6 Health Update – Healthwatch  
 

Jo Hall the Community Outreach Officer (North Staffordshire) was unable to attend 

the meeting.  She did send a copy of their Ambassador Flyer, the presentation she 

had planned to give at this meeting and a list of useful web links.  These will be 
sent out with the minutes.  
Garry informed the group that Support Staffordshire and VAST have written to the 

officer who co-ordinates the Staffordshire Health and Wellbeing Board and he can 
confirm that there will be 2 voluntary sector bodies on the board so there will 

initially be representation by Support Staffordshire and VAST 
  

 7 

 

Obesity – Vicky Rowley Commissioning Manager in Public Health 

Staffordshire County Council 
 

Staffordshire’s Big Fat Chat is a public debate being run by Staffordshire’s Health 
and Wellbeing Board. It’s about hearing your opinions on how we should tackle 
obesity in Staffordshire. 

We’ll use your views, alongside other research and evidence, to agree a joint plan 
to tackle obesity across the county. 

Vicky stated that this is an issue is now ‘on the rise’ in Staffordshire 
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Vicky gave a presentation entitled ‘The Big Fat Chat’ and a copy of this will be sent 
out with the minutes.  More information can be obtained by visiting the Big Fast 
Chat web page:http://www.bigfatchat.com/ 
 

8 Staffordshire Day, update on details of event – Speaker Richard Swancott 
from Enjoy Staffordshire 

 
Richard gave a brief presentation about the Staffordshire Day event planned on the 
1St May 2017.  

 
There are many event planned in Staffordshire for this event and various grants are 

available for funding of your own event. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the Enjoy Staffordshire Website: 

 
http://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/StaffordshireDay.aspx 

 
A copy of Richards’s presentation will be sent out with the minutes. 
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The new Strategy & Policy Forum  - Garry Jones -  Support Staffordshire  

 
Garry stated that Support Staffordshire (SuS) has run the locality forums for a 
number of years and its new work with Staffordshire County Council does not 

require SuS to continue running forums and assemblies. However it has been 
concluded that it is important to continue to hold meetings to allow groups to 

network and give a mandate to Support Staffordshire when they are speaking to 
the wider sector. 
 

There are 2 areas where it is important to bring people together on a wider 
geographical footprint: 

 
1. Health and Care Forum This is being looked at on a County and City wide 

footprint and an open invitation to a Health and Care forum will be advertised in 

the Support Staffordshire April e-news. The forum will take a strategic view in 
health and care. 

 
2. Strategy and Policy Forum Support Staffordshire also recognises the need for a 

smaller Strategy and Policy Forum and is now calling for nominations / 

applications from those interested in becoming elected members of the 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent VCSE Strategy and Policy Forum.  

 
This Forum will provide an opportunity for senior leadership representatives of 

the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprises sector in Staffordshire and 
Stoke on Trent  to discuss, debate, collaborate, co-ordinate and, where 
appropriate, to represent the sector in matters of high level, cross-cutting, 
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strategic and public policy. 
 
Full information, requirements, application form and terms of reference are 

enclosed with the minutes.  Note the closing date for applications to be 
considered for this forum is the 14th April 2017 

 
11 Newsround 

 

 Esther Jones from Support Staffordshire invited all the forum members to 
the Older Persons Workshop which will take place on Tuesday 14th March, 

10am – 12.30pm at Moorlands House, Stockwell Street, Leek ST13 6HQ. The 
event is free but you will need to book your place in advance. 

 

The workshop will aim to   
o Develop a collective vision of what a good place for older people looks like 

- what would we aspire to? 

o Identify what is already working well (locally or elsewhere) and could be 

built on? 

o Consider what else the voluntary and community sector could provide 

that would make a big difference to the lives of local older people 

o Explore ways of working together to begin to achieve the collective vision 

Members of voluntary / community groups, faith organisations and social 

enterprises whose activities include older people are welcome to attend. 
Individuals with ideas for improving and enhancing services to come along. 

 
  Andy Collins – Borderland Voices is planning to start a creative writing 

workshops in the Moorlands.  This will be funded by Awards for All 
 
 Bas Pickering said that the Leek & Biddulph Locality Patient Participation 

Group are holding a Health Awareness day in Leek at Trinity Church on the 
7th June 2017.  Local organisations are being invited to stand at the event. 

Please email Bas Pickering bas.pickering@yahoo.com  for further 
information. 

       

 Claire John – Staffordshire Council for Voluntary Youth Services partners 
Support Staffordshire for the County Contract. SCVYS supports children and 

youth, voluntary youth groups and children and families. Anyone wanting to 
set up a new activity or organisation supporting youth can contact SCVYS 
email: office@staffscvys.org.uk.Claire also spoke about an organisation called 

Leaders Unlocked which is running the Youth Commission on Police and 
Crime project. This provides a platform for young people to influence the 

future of policing and crime prevention in their local areas. 
    The Commission allows young people aged 14-25 years to work in 

partnership with their Police and Crime Commissioners and police forces to 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/
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tackle urgent issues such as reducing youth offending, relationships with the 
police, and support for young victims and witnesses. For more information 
contact: info@leaders-unlocked.org 

  
12 Dates of future meetings 

 Tuesday 13th June 2017, 7pm to 9pm – Venue to be agreed 

 Tuesday 12th September 2017, 2pm to 4pm – Venue to be agreed 

 Tuesday 5th December 2017, 2pm to 4pm – Venue to be agreed 

 
 

For further information please contact Support Staffordshire  
Tel: 01538 381356 

 

Email carol.sheldon@supportstaffordshire.org.uk  
 

www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk  
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