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Notes of the Staffordshire Moorlands Locality VCSE Forum 
Held on 3rd December 2019 at Haregate Community Centre 

 
Present:    
Joan Buck Moorlands Radio Andy Collins Borderland Voices 
Angela Du Preez Health Watch Eunice Burke Brighter Futures 
Teresa Brough New Direction Support Sharon Critchlow Support Staffordshire 
Victoria Lockett Support Staffordshire Jill Norman Support Staffordshire 
Alison Weston Back Dane Trust   
Martin Peake Beat The Cold   
Mick Dwyer Leek Arts Festival   
Zan Jackson Rethink   
Derek Hilyer Beatrice Charity   
Sam Hughes Royal Oak Community Pub Ltd   

1. Welcome & introductions 
 

2.      Apologies 
Esther Jones, Charlotte Bennett, Dave Moulton, Michelle Jackson, Sharon Ball, Philip Mann, Liz Daley, 
Andrew Stevenson, Ian Wright, John Russell 
 

3.      Notes of the last meeting -3rd September 2019 and matters arising 
Amendments from the last meeting- Moorlands Radio have renewed the licence and are running 
programmes 5 days a week. 
 

4. Election of Chair  
It was agreed that Jill Norman from Support Staffordshire chair the meeting 

 
5. Focus on Leek 

There was a discussion about the key issues in Leek. It seemed that it was difficult to connect with some of 
the smaller groups in the town. It was noted that there are still a number of local charities such as Leek 
Rotary and Leek Town Lands which can support local activities. Mick Dwyer highlighted the growth of arts in 
the Leek area. 
 

6. Update from Support Staffordshire 
 

 Jill advised that the Star Awards will be held at Westwood Golf Club on a date in early summer to be 
confirmed. She asked everyone to look out for the opening of nominations in the New Year. 

 Following the unsuccessful application to Arts Council England in the summer, Support Staffordshire was 
advised to re-apply in 2020 for Creative People and Places funding. 

 Severn Trent Community Fund have a £10m grant for local projects and charities. The applications open 
in January 2020. For more details see https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/severn-trent-community-
fund/ 
Susan Heyes, the Community Fund Officer, can be contacted on 07814 803337 or 
communityfund@severntrent.co.uk  

 

 Victoria Lockett was introduced as the new Social Prescribing Link Worker covering Biddulph and  Leek 
GP practices (The Leek and Biddulph Primary Care Network). She will be taking referrals from healthcare 
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staff to advise people on social and healthy activities locally that could help them to stay healthy and 
well. She can be contacted on victorialockett@supportstaffordshire.org.uk  

 
7. Local NHS 

An update was given by Jill Norman. A key development is the provision of social subscribing link workers 
across GP practices. There is an initiative to encourage the sharing of personal health records. It is not clear 
whether individuals opt in or opt out. Joan Buck mentioned that some patients currently end up carrying 
their own clinical records with them to health appointments as the system does not give full access to them. 
There was a query as to whether access by Moorlands residents to Macclesfield Hospital was now being 
restricted by Eastern Cheshire CCG.     
 

8. Beat The Cold 
Martin Peake gave an update on their services in the Moorlands. He advised that they can do home visits for 
people on low income, or disability benefits. They can:  

 Discuss income and outgoings and identify missed benefits such as pension credits. 

 Check energy tariffs and advise on changing suppliers. 

 Advise on Warm Homes discount which can amount to £140.00. Also someone can be registered as a 
vulnerable customer so that they don’t ever get cut off. 

 Show people how to make the most efficient use of their heating system. 

 Advice on access to funding for new boilers. However there is no funding for oil heating. 
For more information go to https://www.beatcold.org.uk/ 
 

9. Updates from Forum members 

 Rethink have surgeries across the Moorlands and an open day at John Hall Gardens 9-4pm this 
coming Saturday where they will be selling Christmas wreaths. 

 Leek Arts festival programme for 2020 is being launched soon. 

 Derek Hilyer said that the Beatrice Charity has recently won the Queens Award. He commented on 
how valuable it had been the raise the profile of the charity and offered his services to help other 
charities to complete the application should they wish to apply for the award. 

 Staffordshire Mental Health Helpline continues open 24/7. Brighter Futures have introduced a new 
self – harm support scheme. For more information go to https://www.brighter-futures.org.uk/self-
harm-support-recovery/ or ring 07500 444 116.  

 Moorland Radio is to relocate from Leek Fire Station and is currently looking for new premises. They 
had 80,000 hits last year. They are keen to support local charities and to promote a charity on the 
radio contact joan@moorlandsradio.co.uk  

 Royal Oak Community run public house has been successful in applying for a grant and will shut for 
refurbishment (new kitchen and disabled toilet). They are also applying for another grant to enable 
them to have an electric car charging point. 

 Borderland Voices is currently working on a National Lottery Heritage fund grant. They continue 
offer weekly sessions on patchwork, creative writing, expressive art and self-help art group. 

 Back Dane Trust has a large building which can sleep up to 23 people and they can offer a range of 
activities for all. There is a nature trail and sensory garden for the disabled and disadvantaged. 

 New Directions is a charity working with adults with learning disabilities offering day opportunities. 
They are looking for accommodation in Leek. 

 Lasar Radio is keen to promote local charities. To get a spot on one of the shows text Dave Moulton 
on 07712 801699. 

 
10– Date of next meeting 
 
Tuesday 10th March 2020 2pm at Biddulph Town Hall, (Council Chamber), High Street, Biddulph ST8 6AR 
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