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Newcastle-under-Lyme Voluntary, Community & Social Enterprise Locality Forum 
 
Notes of meeting held 2nd December 2019 at Salvation Army, Miller Street, Newcastle 
 

Present  

Debbie Rushworth – Support Staffordshire (in the chair) Robin Wiles – Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 

Peter Grocott  - Red Street Community Centre           Mika De Oliveira – Art Brasil 

David Grocott - Red Street Community Centre Vikki Gwynne – Middleport Matters 

Donna Aston – ABC PCN Emma Tennant – New Era 

Sue Heyes – Severn Trent Water Community Fund Hilary Jones – Friends of the Guildhall 

Sherry Shehata – Caudwell Children Julia Bossons – Regent College 

Michael Thornley – Dougie Mac Charlotte Bennett - VAST 

Dean Oliver – Groundwork West Midlands Jill Norman - Support Staffordshire 

Steve Hopkins - Chair  

 
Apologies: 

John Webbe   Emmaus North Staffordshire  
Catherine Wetton Healthwatch Staffordshire 
Helen Podmore  Royal Voluntary Service 
Sam Hubbard  Citizens Advice Bureau 
David Slack   Newcastle & District Lions 
 

1. Notes of last meeting 

 It was noted that the pledge between Support Staffordshire and Newcastle Borough Council is 
working well.  Any developments will be reported to this meeting. 
 

2. Social Prescribing  
Donna Aston explained the role of Social Prescribing Link Workers in her area. People can be referred by 
their GP or other health practitioner to the social prescribing service which will support them to access 
services in their local areas for active lifestyles alongside/instead of a medical prescriptions. The priority is 
likely to be one or more long term health conditions, mild to moderate mental health and older people.  The 
link workers will also identify gaps in services for future development. For the Newcastle North Primary Care 
Network, the Social Prescribing Link Worker is Margaret Hurley, margaret.hurley@nhs.net 
  
 

3. Caudwell Children 
Sherry Shehata explained that the charity had recently opened their centre for people with autism; 54% of 
their referrals are for autistic children. Contact at Sherry.Shehata@caudwellchildren.com  

 

4. Art Brasil 
Mika Oliviera, Art Brasil gave an entertaining hand drumming session to give a flavour of their work.  Art 
Brasil are looking for local groups or organisations who might like to use their services. This is a non-profit 
dance collective providing a range of activity including family classes, with some designed for the over 50s, 
outreach work with parent and toddler groups, and ”Seated Samba” for people with dementia. These are 
paid for by the individual participants or groups that book them. Contact info@artbrasil.org.uk 
 
 

5. Update from Support Staffordshire in Newcastle 
 

 Support Staffordshire has a new Volunteering for All Officer starting today and based in the Guildhall 
from Monday to Wednesday.  Ed will offer support to anyone with barriers to volunteering or who 
needs additional support to get started in a volunteering role.  He would like to hear from any groups 
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who would be keen to work with him, either to match new volunteers or to support volunteers who 
have already been identified.  

 The planning is underway for the Volunteer Star Awards in June 2020.  Please look out for 
nominations opening in January 2020 and help to celebrate volunteering in Newcastle borough.  

  Support Staffordshire is keen to raise awareness of the services available in Newcastle and 
encourage more groups to make use of them. It would be helpful if others could also spread the 
word. 

 A meeting room for 12, hot desking space and drop-in display space is available for booking at The 
Guildhall in Newcastle – contact jill.norman@supportstaffordshire.org.uk  
 

6. Local NHS Update – Charlotte Bennett, VAST   

Autumn focus has been on: 

- Producing and submitted the local response to the Long Term Plan – many of the usual STP Boards have 
been postponed in order to complete this piece of work.  This forms the local plan for the system for the 
next 5 years. 

- Changes in structures and new acronyms for everyone to get used to.  The STP (Sustainability 
Transformation Partnership) will become an ICS (Integrated Care System) in shadow form shortly (this was to 
be December but seems to have been pushed back).  Not a huge change here in practical terms but the 
bigger change is how ICPs (Integrated Care Partnerships/Providers) (seems to be interchangeable) will 
form.  Originally the thinking was that the Alliance Boards would evolve into these on the same footprint 
(North = Stoke & North Staffs) however there have been discussions about different options like aligning to 
Local Authority footprints or the North including Stafford so watch this space.  

- ICPs will mean a quite different commissioning landscape.  The CCG’s steer is that this is where the VCSE 
relationships will be key and where their commissioning will come from as part of the charge will be a much 
smaller more strategic CCG. 

- The Northern Alliance Board has had one workshop with the new Primary Care Network Clinical Directors 
looking at how it can evolve into an ICP.  It feels a long way off presently but the plan is for them to exist in 
shadow form from the new financial year.   

- In terms of the STP consultation there has been a delay and a number of events postponed due to 
purdah.  This will pick up again in the New Year and SuS and VAST will communicate events and ways for 
people to get involved. 

 
 

7. Round Table -  Sharing of news and activities  

 Everyone Health, through Staffordshire County Council funding, is offering a free NHS health check 
for everyone over 40 and there are a wider range of services available to people living in target areas. 
More information available on 03330 050095 or www.everyonehealth.co.uk/staffordshire   

 Claire from SCYVS made everyone aware of the Staffordshire Crowdfunder, match funded by 
Staffordshire County Council 

 Apedale Heritage Centre has a room to hire, free of charge, in conjunction with Regent College 

 New Era Domestic Abuse Services are holding free training for businesses and organisations  
 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 

 The Borough Council has signed a voluntary sector pledge with Support Staffordshire which is 
displayed both in the council offices and the Guildhall. 

 Irene Lee retired at the end of October so the LAP Coordinator role is disappearing. LAPs are being 
asked to provide their own organisation. Robin Wiles has taken on the Lyme Lottery coordination 
role. 

 A Money Smart Families project is being run by Aspire and Citizens Advice in Newcastle. Any family 
with children under 19 can access advice on matters like debt and budget management. Information 
from moneyadviceteam@aspirehousing.co.uk or phone 01782 635200 or 01782 408685. 

 
8. Date of next meeting: Monday 2nd March 2020 – 1pm to 3pm at Newcastle Fire Station  
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